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HERESY. 
=. Lo 
— Hs Age has been famous for 
Learning, and not leſs ſo for Diſ- 
"Ma Ga puting. Never was Chriſtianity : 
\ 6; Ly / more violently attack'd, than 
W 35 it has been by the Deiſts, It 
Vwould have been no Diſcredit 
to their Cauſe, if they had manag'd with more 
Decency : They might have conſider'd it was the 
Religion of their Country. they were oppoling : 
har, as there are conſiderable Arguments for 
the Neceſſity. of a Divine Revelation, if there be- 
ſuch a Thing in the World, the Chriſtian Revela- 
tion bids, to ſay the leaſt, as fair for it as any z 
containing the moſt excellent Precepts, back'd 
with the moſt awful Sanctions; the Deſign of 
V . it 
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= he The Nature Hereſy. of 
it being to reform Men's Hearts and Lives; 
a ghd it having been ſucceſsful this way, beyond 
all that ever the Heathen Philoſophy could 
pretend to. And, Of what a Place of Pu- 
rity, Love, and Peace, would this Earth be, 
did the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity live up to the 
Precepts of it? One would think theſe Gentle- 
men were for ſhaming- Chriſtians out of their 
Religion, inſtead of arguing *em out of it. But | 
my ;Bufineſs is not with them; they have been 
ſufficiently anſwered by very ingenious Perſons, 
both of the Church of England, and among 
Diſſenters: They have not indeed had all 
the Thanks they have deſerved, though the 
Perſons that have refufed it, have generally 
contented themſelves with ſaying nothing on the 
Subject. | | 
There have been many Diſputes among pro- 
feſſed Chriſtians 3 *twere to be wiſhed they had 
been managed with more Temper. _ Chriſtianity 
in general, needs not Wrath and Paſſion, Cenſure 
_ = "a and Calumny, to recommend it to the World; 
| neither does any of its particular Doctrines; 
/ and; indeed, if it did, twould be a ſufficient 
Prejudice againſt receiving it. To read ſome 
controverſial Writings, would one not think 
Barbarians were quarrelling, rather than Chri- 
ſtians diſputing. Arguing with all Fairneſs 
and Plainneſs, with Humidity, Charity, and a 
peaceable Temper, will always be beſt in it 
ſelf, moſt agreeable to the Nature and Deſign 
of Chriſtianity, and the moſt likely to propagate 
| it, or any of its particular Poctrines. 
bs What a loud and a long Clamour has there 
been about . Herefy y and yet, which is very 
ſtrange, no one who has made fuch an Out- 
cry, has, to this Day, ſtated the Nature of 
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it: Surely one would think this ſhould have 
been done, before Chriſtians had gone on to 
uarrel about it, eſpecially, before they had 
nchriſtian'd each other for it: And yet I can't 
but ſay that I am at a Loſs to find =_ Thing 
that may be ſaid to be a tolerably clear Diſcourſe 
on this Subject. 

Hereſy has generally been taken to mean 
ſome very bad Thing, as, indeed, it does; 
but inſtead of inquiring, into it, it has been 
us'd by Perſons to ſtigmatize, and make odi- 
ous, thoſe who have diffet'd from them, ac- 
cording as their Humours and Paſſions, and Pre- 
judices, and Intereſts, have prompted *em. It 
has been the Sower of Diviſion, the fruitful Pa- 
rent of Hatred, Malice, and almoſt every evil 
Thing. This dangerous Weapon has made ſad 
Work ; the Papiſts have, at once, roundly con- 
demn'd for Hereticks the whole Body of Pro- 
teſtants, and Proteſtants have too raſhly and 
ſeverely cenſur'd, and blacken*d one another, 
and expoſed Chriſtianity to the Scorn of Atheiſts 
and Deiſts. Bad Men have herewith reviPd 
thoſe that have been better than themſelves, 
and good Men one another ; and many have 
even turn'd Hereticks, to quit themſelves of 
Hereſy, and to ſhew their Zeal againſt it. Ne- 
ver, perhaps, has one Word been lefs under- 
- Rood, or made a more ill Uſe of, than this 

Word, Hereſy. 

I promiſe my ſelf therefore, it will he no un- 
acceptable Piece of Service to all impartial Per- 
ſons, if I can give ſome ſatisfactory Account 
of this Matter. I don't pretend to what is per- 
fect; if I can ſtir up ſome abler Hand to finiſh 
what 1 here begin, *twill be no ſmall Pleaſure 
to me, | l 

It 
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It may be ſaid, ſuch a Treatiſe is not necef- 
fary, the Heat of Controverſy being ſomewhat 
abated, and a better Spirit getting the Aſcen- 
dant ; yet there may be ſome that need it, -and 
it may be of Service for Time to come. 
Did I think the Subject required a vaſt deal 
of Learning, I ſhould not have expoſed any 
Thing of mine on it to publick View. I know 
no Neceſſity there is for my being well read in 
the School-Men, the Fathers and Councils; 
yet I know ſo much of theſe, as to be able to 
ſay they often contradict and condemn each 
other, and are made to ſerve all Parties and 
- Purpoſes. 33 

The Subject I have undertaken, may, I be- 

lieve, be made ſufficiently plain from the Holy 

Scriptures, and from them I ſhall endeavour to 
give an Account of it, though I may call in 
the Help of ſome learned Men, to ſhew, that I 
am not altogether by my ſelf. | 1 
(1.) A Perſon may be an Heretick, and yet 
not deny any fundamental Doctrine of Chriſti- 
anity. I know it has been the received Opi- 
nion, that Hereſy has a Relation, or ts contrary 
to Faith, as Schiſm is to Charity, and is a deny- 
ing ſome eſſential Article of Faith. Some, in- 
deed, add the propagating of ſuch an Error, but 
that neither of them, nor both, do contain a 
juſt Deſcription of Hereſy, will hereafter come 
more fully to be made appear, as well as the 
Reaſon of Perſons falling into this Miſtake :_ 
But, at preſent, I affirm, a Perſon may be an 
- Heretick, that does not deny any eſſential Ar- 
ticle of Chriſtian Faith. See 1 Tim. i. 4. there 
the Apoſtle Paul ſays to Timothy, Neither give 
beed to Fables, and endleſs Genealogies, which mi- 
niſter Queſtions rather than godly Edifying, which 
| #5 
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The Nature of Hereſy. 7 
4s in Faith, Now the End of the Commandment is 
Charity, out of .a pure Heart, a good Conſcience, 
and Faith unfeigned, from which, ſome having 
ſwerved, have turned aſide to vain Fangling, about 
the Things before-mention*d, Jewiſh Fables and 
Genealogies, - defiring to be Teachers of the Law, 
underſtanding neither chat they ſay, nor whereof 
they affirm ; they were wrangling, and diſputing, 
tho? they did not know about what, *twas about 
Trifles, and ſo they ſat up for Teachers, and were 
- for drawing others after em; theſe, even about 
| ſuch Things, were Hereticks. That they were 
formally ſo, will be more fully made to appear, 
+. when I come togive the true and entire De- 
ſcription of Hereſy. See alſo Tit. iii. 9, 10. 
But avoid fooliſh Queſtions, and Genealogies, and 
Strivings about the Law, for they are unprofitable 
and vain ; it follows, A Man that is an Here- 
ick, after ihe firſt and ſecond Admonition rejett ; 
this muſt refer to what goes before; we can't 
think the Apoſtle would be ſo incoherent, talk 
ſo cloſely of ſuch different Things as theſe 
muſt be. If Hereſy be always a denying an 
eſſential Article of Chriſtian Faith, and propa- 
gating ſuch an Error, he had not been ſpeaking 
of any ſuch Thing; it evidently refers to what 
goes before; and therefore a Man may be an 
Heretick about Queſtions, in maintaining vain 
and unprofitable Contentions. I might men- 
tion alſo, 1 Cor. xi. 19. where the Apoſtle re- - 
buking the Corinthians for their Diviſions at '2 
the Lord's Supper, or rather their Love-Feaſt, 9 
which preceded that Ordinance, tells em, there 
muſt be alſo Hereſies among em: One took his 
Supper before another, and the Rich deſpis'd 
the Poor.. Thus there were Diviſions among *em 
about I ime, and Place, and Superiority and thus _ 
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6 The Nature of Hereſy. 9 
_ he cells em there muſt be Hereſies > by theſe | A - 
bf he could not mean fundamental Errors in Chri- | 


. ſtianity s this had no Relation to what he had 
= been before ſpeaking of. No, theſe, Diviſiong 
7 myſt come to ſomething worſe, even of the 


'% lame Kind, to Hereſies, to open Separations 5 
_*- ſuch were the evil Tempers and Diſpoſitions of 


_ that Hereſies would be the Conſequence : 
5 . 8 - + em. | * 0 | | | | 2 £2 *% 
= _ (2.) Hereſy is not a mere Error of the 


Mind, but a faulty, criminal Diſpoſition af 
Saul, which ſhews it ſelf by bad Practices and 
corrupt Needs: The Heretick may believe, 
and propagate ſome very deſtructive Error; yet 
dis not the Opinion, but the Spirit, and Tem- 
per of the Man, the Principles he acts on, 
the Man's Practices, that conſtitute and de- 
clare him an Hereticx. 

That Herefy is not a mere Error of the 
Mind, I prove, from the Method to be taken 
with an Heretick, and the Treatment he is to 
Have: Tit. ui. 10. 4 Man that is an Heretich, 
after the firſt aud ſecond Admonition, reject. Ad- 
monition has regard to ſome Fault a Man is 
hargeable with: 2 TÞeſf, iii. 15. there the 
Man chat walk'd diſorderly, did not work at all, 
was a buſy Body, was to be admoniſh'd, be 

was to be reprov'd and corrected for his Fault, 
that he might amend, be ſham'd out of a 

Thing ſo evil in it ſelf, and ſo ſcandalous to 
| Chriſtianity. So the iHeretick is to be admo- 

niſh'd for his evil Spirit, his unchriſtian Ma- 
nagement, that he might reform; this might 

be done by Titus with Authority and Warmth, 

he was not to wait long on him; but after the 

firſt and ſecond faithful Admonition, if he 

was not reclaimed, he was to be rejected, as a 
Ee | Per- 
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The Nature of Hereſy. 9 
perverſe, obſtinate Man, and one on 'whom 
there was no Hopes of doing any good; he 
was to have no civil Converſation with him; 
or he was to be caſt off, to ſee whether that 
would have any good Effect on him; for a 
Chriſtian's Charity is to extend very far; and 
he is to deſire and hope for a Reformation, 
where he ſees little Reaſon for it. | 

A mere Error of the Mind or Viderſtand- 
ing, which\a Perſon by the Prejudices of 'Edu- 
cation, or any other way, may in Simplicity 
be led into, or which he is confirmed in, by 
Arguments that have had Weight with him, 
and as far as he could ſee, ſeem'd juſt and pro- 
per, which no evil Principles have indue'd him 
to eſpouſe, and which he is peaceable with, he 
is not to be cur'd of it by Reproof and Ad- 
monition, being not conſcious he has been guilty 
of any Fault in it. Such an Error muſt be cur'd 
by Convidtion, by proper Arguments, which 
ſuch an one is ready to hearken to; he is diſ- 
poſed to embrace the Truth whenever he ſees it. 

Every one indeed muſt ſee with his own Eyes, 
and judge for himſelf, otherwiſe he does not 
act like a Man, nor a Chriſtian: : And he that 
ſpeaks againſt it, is at once for Infallibility and 
implicit Faith; and if he would be true to his 


Principles, muſt run into all the Errors of Po- 


pery. A Man that is innocently in an Error, 
for ſuch a Thing may be, and is in the Caſe I 
have already deſcrib'd, *tis not Authority 
will influence him; 'tis not the magilſterially 
telling him, that he is in an Error, or a dange- 


rous one, that will convince him of it; 'tis not 


Warmth and Paſſion are like to be of any Ser- 
vice: Theſewill argue Weakneſs, and want of bet- 
ter Arguments, and may ſpoil the Force of _ 

| B | 1 


10 The Nature of Hereſy. 
Arguments which otherwiſe might have been of 
uſe, by making the Man believe we have anevil 
Deſign on him. Such an one, if he is not pre- 
ſently convinced, is not to be rejected, no, but all 
Patience and Forbearance is to be exercis'd to- 
wards.him, and the juſt Allowances to be made 
him, there muſt be that Meekneſs, and Love, and 
Long-Suffering, -which the Goſpel evidently 
teaches, and Chriſtian Charity requires. He is to 
be conſider'd as an honeſt Man, tho? in an Error, 
nd in many Things may be better than our 
Ives; his Error is his Weakneſs, not his 
Wickedneſs; and if ſo, he is to be dealt with 
accordingly ; he is not to be rejected, but to be 
look*d on as a Brother: Such an one is not by 
Diſtance, and Eſtrangement, or breaking off all 
Converſation, to be ſham*d out of his Error; 
for Shame has Regard to ſome Vice; and he 
that is not conſcious of any ſuch Thing, is not 
to be made aſhamed : Therefore he that would 
argue for ſuch Treatment of a Perſon that is 
merely in an Error, and is conſcious of no ill 
Principle that prompted him to it, nor has any 
ill Deſign in it, argues againſt Reaſon and Scrip- 
ture. i . | 
If a mere Error of the Mind, or a Miſtake 
befalling us through human Frailty be Here- 
{ſy, it will follow, as the learned Hales obſerves“, 
that every Man, ſince the Apoſtles Days, was 
as Heretick ; for never yet was there any Chri- 
ſtian (the Apoſtles themſelves excepted) wha 
did not, in ſomething concerning the Chriſtian 
Faith, miſtake himſelf. According to this Ac- 
count, Hereſy muſt be unavoidable, unleſs we 


_ * Hales concerning Fundamentals join'd to that of the Lord's 
mw”. 
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can find out ſome infallible Guide; and yet, 
where we can find him, 1 cannot tell. That 
Church which pretends moſt to Infallibility, is 
altogether at a loſs where to place it. The moſt 
impartial Searcher after Truth may be miſtaken. ; 
and if he may, and his Miſtake be a damnable 
Hereſy, he had much better fit ſtill, and be- 
lieve at once as the Church does; then he may 
be reckon'd a good Chriſtian here, and go to 
Heaven hereafter; but otherwiſe, who can ſa 
what will become of him? And even here, as 
ſhould think, his Faith can never, in it ſelf, 
be worth much; ſo, I ſhould think, he may 
run a ſhrewd Yenture, and be miſtaken ; for 
to ſay a. private Perſon may err, and a Church 
or Council may not err, at firſt ſight, as the 
above-learned Writer obſerves, is. a merry 
Speech, and really ought to be laugh'd at. 
Hereſy is a Thing, which, notwithſtanding 
human Frailties, is to be avoided, tho' Error is 
not. That Saying of St. Auſtin, no doubt, has a 
great deal of Truth in it, Errare poſſum, Hereti- 
cus eſſe nolo, I may err, but I will not be an He- 
retick ; for *tis no more than to ſay this, that a 
Perſon, through the Prejudice of Education, or 
ſome Arguments that might have Weight with 
him, may be in an Error, and be peaceable in 
it; and another might wrangle about Things 
from Wickedneſs, embrace Errors, and wicked- 
ly propagate *em, and break the Peace of the. 
Church by *em. Gi | 
But to diſcourſe more at large on the Nature 
of Hereſy ; *tis an Evil, a very criminal Diſpo- 
fition of Soul, diſcovering it ſelf by bad Practi- 
ces, and corrupt Deeds. Our Saviour. tells us, 
by their Fruits we ſball know em; that @ corrupt 
Tree brings forth corrupt Fruit ; that they are evil 
e B 2 Men, 
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'12 T he. Nature of Hereſy. 
Men, and may-be known by their evil Deeds ; 
there is no Need of an Inquiſition, they may be 
diſcovered without it. In that, Tit. iii. 10. he 
is bid to reject the Heretic, knowing that ſuch an 
one is ſubverted, &c. he was well to be known 
without the diſcerning of Spirits; he expoſed 
himſelf to open View; and his Actions were 
ſuch, that he was condemned of himſelf in what 
he did. He ig ſubverted from Chriſtianity, and 
finneth , in every Sin there is not only an Act 
of the Underſtanding, but a Conſent of the 
Will; on this Account Hereſy cannot be a mere 
Error of the Mind, tho' in a conſiderable Point. 
Hereſy is Wickedneſs, though all Wickedneſs is 
not Hereſy, and this Wickednels is apparent in 
the Life and Converſation. EL 
Hereſy is the Fruit of a great Depravity of 
Soul, a Soul corrupted*from the Simplicity that 
is in Chriſt, In that forequoted Place, 1 Tim. i. 
5, 6. the Apoſtle ſays, The End of the Command- 
ment is Charity, out of a pure Heart, a good Conſci- 
ence, and Faith unfeigned ; from which ſome having 
fwerved, have turned aſide to vain Fangling, deſi- 
ring to be Teachers. Here, ſuch as were Here- 
ticks, were ſwerved from Charity; from Puri— 
ty, and Sincerity, and then, no Wander, if 
their Actions were, according. TALE 
Hereſy is reckon'd among the Works of the 
Fleſh, among the worſt of Vices, Gal. v. 19. 


and the Works of the Fleſh are manifeſt, which are 


theſe, Fornication, Adultery, Uncleanneſs, Laſcivi- 
ouſneſs, Idolairy, Witchcraft, Hatred, Variance, 
Emulation, Wrath, ' Strife, Sedition, Hereſies; 


| theſe are put, not among mere Errors of the 


Mind, but among evil Deeds, and that the worſt of 


dem. But it may be ſaid, Idolatry is mentioned, and 


therefore might not that and Hereſy be of a 
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different Nature from the reſt? No, Idolatry 
might well be called a Work of the Fleſh, as 
muſt well be known by any one, who knows 
the Meaning of that Scripture, Epb. v. 15. 
*Tis a Shame to ſpeak of thee Things which were 
ne of them in ſecret, amidſt their ſacred Rights; 
they were guilty of Uncleanneſs, and all man- 
ner of Wickedneſs; therefore this and Hereſy 
might well be call'd Works of the Fleſh, for 
Hereticks were guilty of the ſame Vices. 
Obſerve, Hereſies are put after Variance, Ha- 
tred, Emulation, Wrath, Strife, Sedition, and 
I am very much miſtaken, if Hereſy be not a 
Crime of the ſame Nature, though a greater 
Degree of Wickedneſs. As Schiſm proceeds 
from a want of Charity, from Pride, a conten- 
tious Spirit, ſo Hereſy proceeds from the ſame 
Things, though in a greater Degree. In that 
Place, 1 Cor, xi. 19. where the Apoſtle had been 
rebuking *em for their Diviſions, which proceed- 
ed from their Pride, want of Love, and an un- 
peaceable Temper, he tells *em, there muſt be 
alſo Hereſies. That ſame evil Temper, theſe bad 
Diſpoſitions which promoted theſe Diviſions, 
would, one Day, proceed farther, and pro- 
duce Hereſies, Things of the ſame Nature, 
though from more criminal] Diſpoſitions of 
Mind. And Calvin, in the Place *, is forc'd to 
give into this Opinion (as indeed any one muſt 
that thinks cloſely). And tho? he had mention*d 
the Senſe in which the Antients took Hereſy, 
and how they diſtinguiſh*'d it from Schiſm, that 
they plac'd one in the Diſagreement of Do- 
ctrine, the other in the Alienation of the Af- 
fections; yet, I ſay, he is forc'd to give into 


_ 2 Calvin oz 1 Cor. xi. 19, 
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therefore are obſcure Grudges, where there 
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this Opinion of Hereſy here. He ſpeaks thus, 
leaving the Opinions of others, I rake Schiſm and 
Hereſy here as the leſs and the greater. Schiſms 


is not that viſible Agreement there ought to be 
among the Godly, and they are perverſe and 
contending one with another. Hereſies are, 
when the Evil ſo breaks out, that there is an 
open War, and Men profeſſedly divide them- 
ſelves into contrary Sects. 

*T'is, I think, extreamly evident, that the 
general Scripture Notion. of Hereſy is Sect- ma- 
king ; Chriſtians, from Pride, Emulation, Ha- 
tred, Litigiouſneſs, or other ſuch bad Princi- 
ples, breaking off from the Communion of the 


Church, making Parties, drawing others after 


*em, or thruſting out others from *em, and ſo 
deftroying the Love and Unity of Chriſtians 


by open Wars and Diviſions. Some ſo under- ' 


ſtand the Heretick's being condemned of himſelf, 
by his having cut off himſelf from the Commu- 
nion of the Church; and though I think that is not 
the Meaning, yet that Hereticks did withdraw 
from the Communion of the Church, and tempt- 
ed others to do ſo too, and follow their pernici- 


ous Ways, is very evident. 


In the firſt Times of Chriſtianity, Chriſtians 
were not ſo numerous in any Town or City, but 
they could communicate together in one Place, 
and were deem'd one viſible. Society: Soon af- 
ter Chriſtians were incorporated, there were 
Diviſions in the Church. Thus in the Church 


of Corinth, fays the Apoſtle, I hear there be 


Diviſions or Schiſms among you; there was 


Schiſm without any actual Separation. Rut when 
any withdrew from ſuch a particular Church, 
from Pride, Envy, Uncharitablenęſs, or _ 
9 1 ucl 
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ſuch wicked Principles, and form'd themſelvgg 
into Parties, and even wag'd War with thoſe 
they ſeparated from, they were Hereticks; and 
he that was the Ringleader might be faid ro 
be the Arch-heretick : Afterwards, when the 
Number of Chriftians was increaſed, there 
might be ſeveral Churches in the ſame Place, 
and though they might not actually commu - 
nicate one with another, unleſs occaſionally, 
yet they might well be deem*d Chriſtian Brethren, 


and keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of 


Peace; and this they might do, though their 
Religious Worſhip might differ in ſome Circum- 
ſtances, and when they thus liv'd in Love and 
Unity, though they could not actually commu- 
nicate together, there were no Schiſms, much 
leſs any Hereſies. As the Church began to be 
corrupted, ſome Things doubtful, and others 
finful, were brought in; then Perſons might 
ſeparate from Confcience, and, as it was their 
Duty to do it, theſe, tho' they might be call 
_ Separatiſts, *twas only a Name, they were not 
Hereticks; no, nor Schiſmaticks : If this be 
not ſo, how is our Separation from the Church 
of Rome to be juſtified? All the Fault of ſuch 
| Perſons Separation is theirs who made 'em ſepa- 


rate, and made Things doubtful or ſinful, Terms 


of Chriſtian Communion. DS 
But to return, the general Notion of Hereſy 
is Sect-Mak ing; when Perſons, from Pride, Emu- 
lation, Litigiouſnefs, Sc. feparate from the 


Communion of a particular Church, endeavour- 


ing to draw others after em, and thereby de- 
ſtroy ing the Love and Peace of Chriſtians, as 
well as commonly their Purity. This is the 
criminal Hereſy, which deferves ſuch bad 
Things, as are faid of it in Holy Writ, 


ſuch 


and 
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uch Treatment as is there, and ought to be 
given it. The firſt we have at large deſcribed 
as very evil, is that Tertullus charged Paul with; 
and, indeed, if his Charge had been true, he 
had been an Heretick ; and the ſame Spirit he de- 
ſcribes, is the Spirit the Hereticks throughout 
the New Teſtament are generally charg'd with; 


Acts xxiv. 5. For <we bave found this Man a peſti- 


lent Fellow, and a Mover of Sedition throughout the 
World, and a Ring-leader of the Sect of the Naza- 
renes: Who alſo bath gone about to profane the 
Temple. Though he had been a Preacher of 
Chriſtianity, he had been an Heretick, if this 
had been a juſt Deſcription of him. If he had 


propagated a Doctrine, though true in it ſelf, 


merely to draw off others fram the Communion 
of a particular Church, from a wicked, ſeditious 
Spirit, and the like : But this was a very falſe 
Account of him; accordingly he vindicates 
himſelf from the Charge, Verſe 12, 13, 14. They. 
never found me in the Temple diſputing with any 
Man, neither raiſing up the People, nor in the City, 
nor in the Synagogue, neither can they prove the 
Things whereof they accuſe me : But this I confeſs 
unto thee, That after the Way they call Hereſy, jo 


ſerve I the God of my Fathers, The J7eus repre- 
' ſented the Chriſtians to be a. wicked, ungodly 


Set, as Whitby mentions. Now Paul owns, 


whatever Names Chriſtians went under, that he _ 
was a Chriſtian, a Nazarene, a Diſciple of Jeſus of 


Nazareth, wor ſhipp'd God through Jeſus Chriſt ; 
but yet he was a peaceable Preacher of Chriſtiani- 
ty, which he was convinced was the True Religion, 
and which therefore he ought to propagate, and 


be inſtrumental to convert Diſciples to: And 


this was no evil, no criminal Seft-making ; he did 
no more than his Duty, and what he e * | 
| © 
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The Hereticks we have mention'd through- 


out the New Teſtament were wicked Se&- 


makers, diſturbing the Church as well as the 
State, by all . * Methods, and for wick- 
ed Ends, drawing others after em, and their 
bad Actions did very viſibly appear. 

_ Our Saviour bids his Followers beware of 
Falſe Prophets, which came in Sheeps-clothing, 
the Raiment Prophets came in, but they were 
Ravening Wolves, that came to deſtroy. the 
Church, and make a Prey of it; and by their 
Fruits they ſhould know em. Paul ſays, That 
after bis Departure there ſhould grievous Wolves en- 
ter in among em, not ſparing the Flock; that of 
themſelves ſhould Men ariſe, ſpeaking, perverſe 
Things, to draw away Diſciples after *em, Acts xx. 
. A oaks e 
2 Tim. iii. 2, &c. Paul tells him, That in the 
laſt Days perilous Times ſhould come, that Men 


would be lovers of themſelves, covetous, proud, 2 


cially they of. 


boly, traiterous, heady, creeping into Houſes, lea 


ing captive ſilly Women laden with Sins: They were 


gvil Men and Seducers, and ſuch as ſhould wax 
worſe and worſe. Titus i. 10, 11. There- are 
many unruly and vain Talkers and Deceivers, eſpe- 

the Circumciſion, whoſe Mouths muſt 
be ſtopped, bo ſubvert whole Houſes, teaching 
Things which they ought not, for filthy Lucres ſake. 
2 Pet. ii. we have an Account. of em, as Men 
of pernicious Ways, covetous, through feigned Words 
would make Merchandize of em; that. they wall d 
in the: Luſts of the Fleſh, did deſpiſe Governments, 
were preſumpiuous, . ſelf-willed : By thoſe. Places, 
and many more I might mention, it appears, 


Hereticks throughout the New Teſtamant were 


wicked Sect- makers, Men that fat up for Teach- 
ers, and drew. others after em, ' frotn wicked 
a HE . 


* | 
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Principles, by wicked Methods, and for wicked 
Ends; they were Enemies to the Purity, and to 
the Peace of Chriſtianity, and would even make 
others as wicked as themſelves 08 
Now as Hereti e Sect· makers for de- 


. ereticks were 8 ers for 
ſtroying the Love and Peace of Chriſtians, ſo 
they did, to carry on their evil Deſigns, gene- 
rally broach ſome erroneous Doctrine or other, 
and propagate the Belief of it with all the wick. 
ed Arts and Deceits they were Maſters of. 
.I.) They did often broach Errors contrary | 
to the fundamental Doctrines of Chriſtianity. 
Now here are two confiderable Queſtions, to 
which I do not think it exceeding difficult to 
CALC — TT 
.) What is a fundamental Doctrine? I would 
anſwer this, by asking again what can it be, but 
a Doctrine without à Man's Belief of which he 
can't be a real Subject of Chriſt's Kingdom, l 
_ obey the Precepts of the Goſpel, and be finally 
—__— Wo ee TO 
Ta.) What are the particular Poctrines of 
1 Chriſtianity which may be reckon'd fundament 
1 dial? I anſwer, thoſe we have in the Creed, com- 
monly call'd the Apoſtles Creed. That Article 
of the Deſcent into Hell, was not, ag the Learned | 
tell us, originally in the Creed; that of the 
Communion of Saints was put in late, yet no 
Objection can be made agamſt it. This Creed 
we do all confent to as entire, tis us'd without 
any Exception in the Sacrament of Baptiſm, and 
Why it ſhould not be for Admifſion to tke Lord's 
Table, or on any other Occafion, there can no 
good Reaſon be given. There would. be little | |. 
Room left for Prieſt-Craft, for uncharitable 


Diſputes, and unchriftian Diviſions; and the 
lefs the better. Tis plain, no way myfterious, 
Bs ks 7 es fuch - 
| * 
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* 


ſuch as all profeſſed Chriſtians may join in, 


would be a happy Means of promoting Unity 
OO uot a 
This Creed, in the main, well agrees with all 
the antient Creeds that were made the Standards 
of Chriftian Communian for ſeveral Centuries, 


in the firſt and pureſt Times of Chriſtianity, 


when certainly Chriftians were better Judges 
what were the Articles of Chriſtian Faith, than 


any of us can pretend to now; and who convey*d 


down the Faith, pure and uncorrupt, from the 
Apoſtles. There is indeed fome ſmall Diffe- 
Tence, but they who do not think this Creed 
fatisfactory in other Accounts, yet will not like 


it the worſe for this. The firſt Article, even 


univerſally in the antient Creeds, was, J Believe 
in one God the Father, as may be ſeen in thoſe 
Creeds collect ed by a Perſon now in a very high 


Station »; and ſo in thoſe collected by other 


Hands, ſome had it, who made the World by 
| Jeſus Chriſt, that he was the Firſt-born of 20: 
ry Creature. Theſe are Scripture-Expreſſions, 
and therefore one would think no Objection 
could be made againſt *em. The Truth is, the 
Primitive Chriſtians kept very cloſe to Scrip- 
ture, their Creeds were very ſimple and plain, 
they did not bring in their own I 

anations, and while they did not do this, they 


Knew they were ſafe; and did not bind any other 
Burdens on Men, or put other Bars in their 


Way, than Chriſt had; and indeed, if they 


had done it, I don't know how they could well 
have anfwer'd it, Whoever reads their Creeds, 
might be ready to think, cwas well for em 


* Enquiry into the Conſtitution, &c. of the Primitive Church, 
Pag. 72, Se. | ö 
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they liv'd and died when they did: They had the 
Character of Orthodox, and, no Doubt, went 
in Multitudes to Heaven. But had they liv'd 
now, and would not have condeſcended to en- 
large their Creeds a little farther, they had cer- 
tainly been rejected for Hereticks. 

As the Apoſtles Creed, in the main, very 
well agrees with all the antient Creeds, ſo it 
does with the Plainneſs and Simplicity of the 
Articles of the Creed in holy Writ : There is 
no Obſcurity in *em, no hard Logick, or dark 
Metaphyſicks, What was Peter's Faith? We 
believe, and are ſure, that thou art the Chriſt, the 
Son of the living God; to this Salvation is promis'd, 
whoſoever confeſſeth that Feſus Chriſt is the Son f 
Cod, God dwelleth in him, and he in Cod; but 
theſe are written, that ye might believe that Feſus 
is the Son of God, John xx. 1, then ſhall ye bave 
Life through his Name, 1 Cor. viii. 4. To us there 
is one God the Father, of whom are all Things, and 
we in him; and ane Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom 
are all Things, and we by him, This is the Faith 
we preach, ſays St. Paul, That if thou ſhalt confeſs 
with thy Mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt believe in 
thine Heart that God hath raiſed him from the Dead, 
thou ſhalt be ſaved.” Whoſqever ſo believes theſe. ; 
Articles, as to truſt to Chriſt as his Savipur, and 
obey his Laws, he builds on a firm Bottom, and 
ſhall finally be ſav'd. He came to redeem Men 

+ from Hell, by dying for em; to bring em ta 

Heaven, by governing of *em by his Laws; and 

ſo fitting of em for that holy Place; and he 
that thus believes in him, receives him as his 
Lord and Saviour, is his now, and he will own _ 
bim at laſt, and no Man in Reality believes 
 _. N „ 
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As for Mens Enlargements and Explanations 
of the Apoſtles Creed, or any of thoſe Articles 
in holy Writ they are a Collection of, whether 
they have been made by a Body of Men con- 
ven*d in Council, or any fingle Perſon, *tis 
enough to ſay they are Mens; if they believe 
Jem, they oblige themſelves, but they don't, 


| _ becauſe they have made em oblige others; they 


had no Authority from Chriſt to do it, and tis 
_ impoſſible they ſhould z and none but his can 
bind the Conſcience.  _— 


However juſt, for Inſtance, the Explanations 


of the Nicene or Athanaſian Creed may be in 


themſelves, they don't. bind the Conſciences of 
Men, any farther than they ſee the Juſtneſs of 


em; if they are agreeable. to my Sentiments of 
Things, I am bound by 'em, but another is 
not, they are not in themſelves neceſſary to Sal- 
vation; and though theſe Symbols have been 
very much cried up, yet that thoſe Perſons them- 
ſelves do not believe the Neceffity of *em to 


Salvation, I prove thus: That very few have lik*d 


the damnatory Clauſes in the Athanafian Creed; 


diz. that every one who does not believe eve- 
ry Article, as tis there explain'd, can't be ſav'd. 


Now if every Article as explain'd there, was ne- 
ceſſary to be believ'd, the damnatory Wlauſes 


would be very juſt ; and he that ſays he believes 
one, and does not believe the other, is a poor 
 Arguer, and contradiQts himſelf. 


As to myſterious Points, we ſhould certainly 
reſt in Words of Scripture : Can we be ſo vain, 


or ſo contradictory, as to pretend we can give 
a better Explanation of Things, we declare we 
do not underſtand. Mens Explanations mult ne- 
ceſſarily produce endleſs Diſputes ; and, indeed, 


they are Mens Creeds that have made moſt of 
Hens e SE I 
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the Differences in the Chriſtian World; and they 
have been ſo far from promoting Unity, and 


* 


preſerving the Catholick Faith, that they have 
been notoriouſly the Cauſe of 'innumerabl, 
Schiſms and Hereſies. When Men, inſtead 42 g 
being contented with this plain Account f 
Things in holy Writ, That God has ſent his ouly 
| begotten Son, to be the Redeemer and Saviour of 
Men, and given his Spirit to be their Sanctiſier and 
Comforter, have been not only for declaring. 
themſelves, but for impoſing on others, cha 
theſe three muſt be 01493 gtot, Or three different 
Subſiſtences in one and the ſame Divine Nature, 
Things the common People can have no No- 
tion of, and the Learned can never agree in, 
then the War began; every one branded ano- = KY 


ther asa Heretick, who. did not believe as. he 
did: And thus has the Church been divided and 
diſtracted 3 and 'twill never be otherwiſe, true 
Religion can't flouriſh, nor Chriſtians live in 
Loye and Peace, unleſs a ſufficient Check could 
be given to this dictating, impoling Spirit. 
But to ſay no more of this, che dete 
of Chriſtianity are ſuch Articles of Faith, as we 


r 
„ 


_ 
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| have a Collection of in the Apoſtles Creed, or 
i that commonly call'd ſo, Now. Hereticks did 
ll uſe to deny one or other. of theſe Articles, 
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2 John. Many Deceivers are enter'd into the World, 
who confeſs not that Feſus Chriſt is come in the Fleſh, 
this is a Deceiver and. an Antichriſt, Obſerve, f 

explain'd a Fundamental to be a Doctrine, with - 
out the Belief of which, a Perſon can't be hs 
Subject of Chriſt's Kingdom, obey the Laws of 
it, and be finally ſav'd. And is not this the 
Caſe with him who denies Jeſus to be the Chriſt ? 
For he that denies this overturns Chriſtianity at 
once, and can by no Means receive Chriſt * wk 
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Lord and Saviour, nor be govern'd and ſaved by 
him. We have an Account, 2 Pet. ii. 1. of 
Perſons bringing in damnable Hereſies, denying the 
Lord that bougbt em. Whitby ſays this - is meant 
of God the Father; bur ſuppoſe it be meant of 
the Son, it muſt be a denying him to be the 
ord and Saviour of the World, which, whoſo- 
ever did, could not be govern'd ang faved by 
him. Tn the Epiſtle of Jude we have in Account 
| of Perfons creeping in unawares, turning the Grace 
of God into ee, and denying the only 
' Lord God, and our Lord Jeſus Chrift ; hy: 3 
the Father and the Son, this was the Error of - 
Simon Magus and his Followers. We have other 
Hereticks, who deny'd another Article of Faith, 
_ viz. the Reſurrection of the Body, 2 Tim. ii. 18. 
Who concerning © the Truth erred, ſaying the Reſur- © 
Hifi. is Je already, This open'd à Gate te all 
Licentiouſneſs; for if there was no Reſurrection, 
no future State of Rewards and Puniſhments, 
why, all Religion was at an End, and Chriſtianity 
overthrown at once. SEE GET ES x 
+ (2.) Hereticks did often propagate wicked 
Doctrines, or Doctrines deſtructive of Chriſtian 
Sanctity. Thus the Nicolaitans we read of, 
Nevel. li. 6, 15. were for having Women com- =_— 
mon, and taught the Lawfulneſs of Luſt, and 4 
Fornication; this deftroy*d the Purity of Chri- > 
ſtian Faith at once, and rum'd the Defign of it, 


V Which was to redeem Men from all Impurity and 
; Iniquity. | | Y | | | . : = \ 4 | ; - - | | 4 : . 4 | .* 
© The Se of the Gnoſticks, their peculiar Do- .- —_ 


CErrine was, that as long as a Man believed right, 
ho Marterhow helived (amoſt prevailing Error) 
and thus a Door was open'd to all Wickedneſs: 

| Here were a Sect of Orthodox Perſons, if mere 
"Belief in Doctrinals' be Orthodoxy, that 
Oe ke ne Pf | were 
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were Hereticks, and their Error was funda- 
And indeed Antinomians, who are for Mens 

being ſaved by the free Grace of God, and that 


Works; if they believe and practiſe according- 
ly, and propagate their Error, they are wicked 
| Hereticks, and ought to be rejected as ſuch. 
But thus the Hereticks we read of in the New 
Teſtament, did generally broach very great and 
really damnable Errors, becauſe they were Er- 
rors deſtructive of Chriſtian Verity and Sanctity, 
oppoſite to Faith, as it included an holy Life. 
And now I think it might eaſily be accounted 
for, how it has been the general received Opi- 
nion, that Hereſy is a denying an eſſential Do- 
ctrine of Chriſtianity, becauſe Hereticks in ho- 
ly Writ did uſually broach ſome fundamental 
firor But the Truth is, and I think I have made 
it evident, that Hereſy is Sect- making, from 
wicked Principles, and by wicked Methods di- 
viding others from the Church, tho' they often 
did this by propagating ſome deſtructive Errors, 
The ſame evil Spirit in Men which tempts 
em to deſtroy the Love and the Peace of Chri- 
ſtians, and to draw a Party after *em, prompts 
'em to broach ſuch wicked Errors, and propa- 
gate the Belief of em to promote their Deſigns, 
Do not Men give into ſuch Errors, becauſe Fey | 
are agreeable to corrupt Nature, to their Luſts 
and ſinful Inclinations ? as well as they make a 
Sect and a Party in general, to feed their Pride, 
their Ambition, to gratify a-perverſe Spirit, to 
promote their worldly Ends and the like. Do the) 
firmly believe at firſt the Errors they propagate 
The learned“ Hales, whom I had Jccabon to 
* * Hales concerning Schiſm. 
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mention already, ſays Hereſy is a Lie. Thus 

Mabomet was a Liar, in pretending to be a Pro- 
phet, and to have a Revelation from Heaven; 
and indeed thoſe we have an Account of in Scrip- 
ture as falſe Prophets, falſe Chriſts, appear to 
be ſuch, and declare to the World what were 
Lies, and what they did not believe themſelves. 
And we haye an Account, 1 Tim. iv. 2. of Hereticks 
who ſpoke Lies in Hypocriſy. The Truth is, I think 
ſuch wicked Errors as theſe I have mention'd, 
which Hereticks propagated, were ſuch as they 
wilfully gave into, through their own Luſts, and 
Wickedneſs, and ſinfub Inclinations ; and which 
they might eaſily have ſeen the Evil of, tho? af- 
| terwards they were given over to believe Lies, 
firmly believ'd what they before knew to be 
falſe. And thus they were condemned of them- 
ſelves, and ſinn'd in the Errors they broach'd, 
as well as in their making Sects in general, and 
deſtroying the Love and Unity of Chriſtians ; as 
alſo by their other evil Deeds, and will be ſelf- 
condemned at laſt. 2 


A Perſon that is in the moſt wicked Error : 
muſt be a Sect- maker to be an Heretick, other- 


wiſe his Error is but perſonal Impiety. Some- 
what agreeable-to this is what Dr. Taylor ſays *, 


The Church did eſteem of Hereſies in Propor- 


_ © tion to the Rules and Characters of Faith; for 
<« Faith being a Doctrine of Piety, as well as 
5 Truth, that which was either deſtructive of 
« fundamental Verity, or Chriſtian Sanctity, 


< was againſt Faith, and if it made a Sect was 


<« Herely ; if not, it ended in per ſonal Impiety, 
„ and went no farther.” ” | 


(3:) There were other Errors propagated by 
QI, 


Sect-makers or Hereticks, as thoſe we read ol 
1 Tim. iv. 3. Forbidding to marry, and to abſtain 
er. Taylor' Lives 5 Prophets, page 31. 
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from Meats, which God bath created to be received 
J.. GE 0 

I ſhall only mention one Error more, and that 
15 about the Obligatorineſs of the Moſaick Law. 
They were Sticklers for Circumciſion, and the 
Obſervance of the Moſaick Law. And having 
mention'd this, it gives me a fair Opportunity to 
ſhew that a Perſon might err in an Affair of a 


very conſiderable. Nature, and yet be a good 


Man at the ſame time. And that two Perſons 
might be in an Error, and one be throughout an 
Heretick, and the other be no ſuch Thing, but 
a Perſon to be lov'd and receiv'd as a Brother. 
(I.) That a Man may err in an Affair of a ve- 
ry conſiderable Nature, and yet may be a truly 
good Man at the ſame time. I don't ſay he might 
err fundamentally, for then I ſhould think I 
muſt be going about to prove that he may be 
a wicked Man, and a good Man at the ſame 
time; but that he may err in a very conſidera- 
ble Point, and yet be a good Man. One would 
think this ſhould not need Proof. Might there 


not be little Light in the Head, when there is 


true Grace in the Heart? Many that were the 
Followers of Jeſus had a poor Stock of Know- 


ledge 3 his own Diſciples were very ignorant in 
many Things, and he took much Pains to in- 


ſtruct *em. Some Perſons Capacities are very 
ſhallow, their Notions of Things very per- 
plex'd. Might not the Prejudices of Education 
go a great way? Might there not be ſuch Ar- 
guments for an erroneous Doctrine, as a Man 


might not be able to get over? They may be 


too hard for him, though they are not for ano- 
ther, whoſe Underſtanding is clearer, and who 
has not thoſe Things to byaſs him that he has. 


And does not God know the Capacities of Per- 


ſons? Will he not make Allowances for all their 
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unwilling Defects and Imperfections? Where 
the Heart is right, and is not prevailingly in- 
clin'd to any Wickedneſs, will not fach a Man 
find Favour ? But to prove the Point, this Error 
of Circumcifion, and keeping the Law of Moſes, 
' Wasof as conſiderable a Nature as any that has 
troubled the Chriſtian World. Now *rwas an 
Error the Fews might very naturally be in: As 
Moſes's Law was of divine Authority, and they 
had been ever bred up in the Obſervance of it, 
had they ſeen Things clearly, the Conſequence 
was, that they did hereby cut themſelves off 
from Chriſt ; for if Men are for being juſtified by 
the Law, then are they fallen from Grace, from 
the Goſpel which teaches Juſtification by Faith 
in Jeſus. But they did not ſee this Conſequence, 
they believ'd in Chriſt, and yet were zealous for 
the Law. We have an Account of many thou- 
ſand ſuch, they were very warm for the Obſer- 
vance of the Law, and yet no doubt were good 
Perſons, We never find *em anathematiz'd, nor 
reviPd, nor condemn'd: No, the Primitive 
Chriſtians had more Charity than this came to; 
and they had more Wiſdom than thus to go 
about to convince *em, They confider*d *em as _ 
you Men, though in ſo great an Error; they 
knew how ſtrong the Prejudices of Education 
were, that they ought to handle em with all 
Tenderneſs. To cure 'em of ſuch an Error, 

would require much Time and Pains ; they were 
'not for exaſperating *em, but made all Conde- 
ſcenſions that they might not offend em. How 
few are there of their Temper ! They were for 
gaining of *em by Love. What was the Advice 
of the Brethren to Paul? As xxi. 13. Thoſe 
that were ſo zealous for the Law, had been in- 
form'd, that Paul had taught the Jews that were 
among the Gentiles, to forſake Moſes, ſaying, 
N on D 2 ey 
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they ought not to circumciſe their Children, 
neither to walk after the Cuſtoms. Do there- 
fore this that we ſay unto thee, we have four 
Men that have a Vow on 'em; them take, and 
purify thy ſelf with them, and ſhave their Heads, 
that they may know that all theſe Things where- 
of they were informed concerning thee were 
falſe, and thou walkeſt orderly, and keepeſt the 
Law; and Paul followed this Advice. F arther, 
Paul himſelf circumcis'd Timothy, becauſe of the 
Zews, and that he might be acceptable to 'em, 
Acts xvi. 3. Thus did they take all Methods of 
Condeſcenſion and Love, and uſe all Caution 
that they might not offend 3 but in Time might 
bring 'em out of their Error. As it was a Pre- 
judice ſo ſtrongly rooted, no doubt, many of 
em died in the Error, and yet went ſafe to Hea- 
ven; for it was an Error of long ſtanding, and 
many Chriſtian Biſhops ſucceſſively were cir- 
cumcis'd. Whatever the Conſequences of an 
Error may be to him that ſees *em, they do not 
affect him that does not, provided he is not cri- 
minally ignorant of 'em. God will never con- 
_ demn Men by Conſequences which they cannot 
ſee, neither ſhould we cenſure and condemn *em. 
((.) Two Perſons may be in the ſame Error, 
and yet one be throughout an Heretick; and the 
other be a very good Man, who is to be lov'd 
and receiv*d as a Chriſtian, Might not a Man 
be very ſtrongly perſuaded of the Truth of ſuch 
an Opinion, though erroneous; continue in it, 
| becauſe he does not ſee the Force of theſe. Ar- 
guments that are us'd to convince him? Might 
he not from Conſcience be zealous for ſuch an 
Error? Might he not err in the Simplicity of his 
Heart, have no evil Deſigns, and appear in his 
Life to be an honeſt Man? And if ſo, ought he 
not to be lov'd, and receiv'd as a Brother? 
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Might not another give into Errors from evil 
Principles, evidently carry on wicked Deſigns, 
and thus draw others after him? And if ſo, is 
he not an Heretick, and to be rejected as ſuch ? 


Circumciſion the Perſons mark*d out for Here- 
ticks: Phil. iii. 2. Beware of Dogs, beware of 
evil Workers, beware of the Conciſion; he calls the 
Circumciſion ſo : They did endeavour to deſtroy 
the Church by all wicked Methods; twas not 
out of Conſcience they were zealous for the 
Law, and would have others be circumcis'd, 
Gal. vi. 12. As many as deſire to make a fair Shew 
in the Fleſh, they conſtrain you to be circumcis'd, 
leaſt they ſhould ſuſfer Perſecution. Neither they 
who are circumcis'd keep the Law, but deſire 
to have you circumcis'd, that they may glory 
in your Fleſh : Titus 10, 11. There are man 
unruly and vain Talkers, eſpecially they of the Cir- 


cumciſion, whoſe Mouths muſt be ſtopp d, ſpeaking 


Things which they ought not, for filthy Lucre's ſake. 
We do not find any other among the Fews who 
were in the Error, and zealous for it, have any 
ill Thing ſaid of em. 3 
Tis, I think, moſt evident, that all the Perſons 
in the New Teſtament mark*d out for Hereticks, 
whatever their peculiar Errors were, were evil 
Men and Seducers; they endeavour'd to draw 
off others from the Communion of the Church, 
and were wicked both in Principle and Practice; 
by their Fruits they were well to be known. Is 


it not ſaid they were ſome of em Wolves in 


Sheeps Clothing? Some, as I have hinted al- 
ready, think this is only meant of their outer 
Garment, but ſuppoſe otherwiſe. Let a Wolf 
come in among Sheep, and whatever his Clo- 


thing be, he will ſoon diſcover what he is. Are 
| they not repreſented as transforming themſelves 


into 
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into Angels of Light? Yet conſidering the Wick- 
edneſs of their Hearts, and their evil Deſigns, 
their Hypocriſy could not long be undiſcover'd ; 
and ' tis evident the Wickedneſs of all of 'em did 
ſoon appear, and they were generally in their 


Lives the vileſt of Wen. 


Iwill now draw up what J have ſaid, in as nar- 
row a Compaſs as I can, ſo that the plaineſt 
Reader may take it in. 1 . 

Hereſy is a Perſon's openly ſeparating from a 
Chriſtian Church from unpeaceable and wicked 
Principles; as from Pride, Emulation, Hatred, 
perverſe Litigiouſneſs, endeavouring to make a 
Parry, and draw others after him, by all evil 


Arts and Deceits, for vain Glory, worldly Gain, 


or other ſuch bad Purpoſes. 
And tho* Hereticks did generally broach 
Errors of a greater or leſſer Nature, they 
wickedly went into 'em, wickedly propa- 
gated em, and brake the Peace of the Church. 


by em. | 


And now, tho? I am ſenſible I have explain*d 
my ſelf differently on this Point of Hereſy, from 
moſt or all others that have wrote on it, yet I 
might quote ſeveral Authors, to. ſhew that we 
agree in the main. 

Ameſius ſays * Hereſy is a Doctrine that ne- 
ceſfarily overturns the Chriſtian Faith, and 


takes in a Man's Morals as the Foundation of. 
it; and that the Heretick is a Perſon wickedly 


perverſe and obſtinate. He confounds the hereti- 
cal Spirit with the Doctrine the Heretick broa- 


ches; but yet he plainly ſhews that Wickedneſs 
is the Foundation and Complexion of Hereſy. 


Calvin F comes yet nearer, he ſays Hereticks 


are they who cheriſh and defend ſome perverſe. 


* Atneſius de Hæreſi, pag. 159. 
Caan on Titus ii 10. ; 
5 ET: | Error 
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Error or Thing; that they are ſtubborn, con- 
tentious, who, driven on with Lies and Wicked- 
. neſs, diſturb the Church, and make Diviſtons, 
which is, that they are wicked Sect-makers, 
though it is ſometimes about Trifles, at other 
Times by. erroneous Doctrines. Cajetan, that 
they are Men of a vicious Sect. TRY 
Baxter gives it as the commoneſt Senſe of an 
Heretick, -that he is one who obſtinately erreth 
- . in ſome eſſential Point, and divideth from the 
Communion of other Chriſtians on the Account 
of it. Heplaces it in a fundamendal Error, but 
Wickednef! is the Foundation of it; for Obſti- 
nacy, a Perſon's keeping to an Opinion, till he 
| ſees better Reaſons againſt it than he has for it, 
is no Fault at all. And that he thought Wick- 
|  edneſs was the. Complexion of it, is evident from 
the Rules he gives toavoid it. As to take heed 
leaſt there be any carhal Luſt or Intereſt, which 
makes Perſons unwilling to receive the Truth, 
or inclines em to Error, that it may ſerve that 
Intereſt and Luſt ; to ſeek after the Truth for 
the Love of it; and as it forms the Soul to the 
Image of God. He endeavours to make all ſen- 
ſible of the great Duty of Love and Peace, 
preſerving Concord and Unity in the Church. 
Now, according to this Account of Hereſy, it 
is a very plain Caſe, how the Heretick is to be 
dealt with; the Man that is for ruining the Love, 
and deſtroying the Peace of Chriſtians by open 
Wars, that is perverſe, and bent on his wicked 
Deſigns, acted by ill Principles, and they ap- 
pear in his Life and Converſation; Iam as much 
againſt this real Heretick as any Perſon can be. 
1am not for ſo much Charity as to condemn the 
Hereſy, and ſave the Man; I think they can't 
be;ſeparated ; and unleſs he repents of his He- 
e Chriſt, Direct. Tom. 3. Pag. 52. 
155 „ 5 5 reſy, 
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reſy, and becomes of another Temper, he may 
not be look' d on as a Chriſtian here, neither 
ſhall he find Mercy hereafter, Hereticks in 
Scripture are repreſented as very wicked Men : 
What is to be done with *em? They are to be 


admoniſh'd, to be told of their wicked un- 


peaceable Spirtt, the evil Methods they take, 
the bad Deſigns they carry on, as well as of any 
damnable Errors they may broach, which no- 


thing but Wickedneſs can prompt em to. We 


may hope to do very little Good on 'em; how- 
ever, we are faithfully to admoniſh em; if 
ſtill they go on proſecuting their wicked 
Deſigns, we are to have no more to do with *em. 
As to excommunicating of em we have no Oc- 
caſion for that, they excommunicate themſelves ; - 
but weare to have no civil Society with *em, 
maintain no Intimacy; we are not to receive 


for he that does ſo is a Partaker of their evil 
Deeds. No Man that has any Senſe of Religion, 
any Concern for the Good and Welfare of God's 


Church, can wiſh Succeſs to ſuch wicked Men. 


Surely we are to diſcourage *em all that we can, 
to warn others. of thoſe Wolves that are come 
6 e 

But then, (2.) We are alſo to take Care that 


we don't repreſent any Man as an Heretick, or 


treat him as ſuch, unleſs we very well know, and 
can prove him to be the Perſon. Moderation is 
to be us'd, ſays Calvin, leaſt we make every 


Man an Heretick, who does not preſently ſub- 


ſcribe to our Opinion. Titus was to know the 


| Heretick before he did reje& him; and indeed 


he was notorious enough, as appears by the 
Account I have given of him; he was as well to 
be known in the Place where he was, as a * 
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ſotithat is ſeen at the Head of a Rebellion, T6 
repreſent a Man as a Drunkard, without ſufficient 
Facts to prove him ſo; of anothef to be a Cheat 
and a Villain; or a third to be an Hy pocrite, is 
what every Chriſtian ſhould abhor; tis Calumny; 
: tis raſh and groundleſs judging, tis Baſeneſs, In- 
Juſtice ; tis ſõ bad a Thing as nothing can juſtify: 
So *tis to repreſent a Man an Heretick, a Decei- 
ver, a Wolf in Sheep's Clothing ; which is in- 
deed to repreſent him under as bad a Character as 
| Poſſibly we can; *tis to repreſent him as à wicked 
Wretch, as one rejected of God; and to be aban- 
don'd by Men; to charge him falſly, is an Injury 
we can never make him Satisfaction for; if he be 
a private Perſon, more ſo, if he be one that ſerves 
at the Altar; The Conſequence is, that others 
Affection to him, and Value for him, leſſen his 
Reputation, his Uſefulrieſs is ſpoiled: It affects a 
great many others round about him, fills Chriſti- 
ans with Wrath, Malice, Hatred; they look on 
him as an Enemy to God and Man. The common 
People (who, by the way, generally khow no- 
thing of Controverſy) look on him as a Monſter; 
think they can never ſpeak bad enough of him; 
believe bim capable of any Thing, though never ſo 
wicked; the Conſequence is; that there are Heart- 
burnings, Diviftons, the Peace and Love of Chrifti- 
ans is greatly impair'd. Are not fuch Perſons who 
thus groundleſfsly charge others, even guilty of the 
very Thing they would .charge *em with? Are 
they not of a ſchiſmatical and heretical Spirit? Or 
do they not promote it? The only charitable 
Thing that can be ſaid of em, and indeed what 
they very much need, is, to hope that they do it 
through Ignorance, and becauſe they Know no 
better 3 tho? ſure they ſhould know better, eſpe- 
cially thofe:who miniſter in holy Things. Of what 
fatal Confequence is it, the ſpreading ſuch Report 
00g E. without 
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without a juſt Foundation of Chriſtians being He- 
reticks, or repreſenting em under any reproachful 
Names, whereby the common People ſhall be lead 


to look on *em as ſuch ? The Peace arid the Love 
of Chriſtians is ruin'd, and there is no more Reli- 


gion than there is Love and Peace. Others, looſe © 


and profane, or ' diſhoneſt, are harden'd in thetr 
Sin, they count it a meritorious Thing to perſe- 
cute Hereticks with their Tongue; if they can do 
no more, they think *tis all well while they 
are Orthodox. And what Hope is there of Per- 
ſons being converted to Chriſtianity, when they 
ſee Chriſtians falling out among themſelves, ma- 
king one another as bad as bad can be ; when 


there is little more to be ſeen than Pride, Party- 


Bitterneſs, Cenſoriouſneſs, and what. not. 
Without a ſufficient Foundation to break 
off all- Converſation with a Man, to caſt him 
out of civil or religious Society, to treat him 
as an Heathen or Infidel,. a Turk, or an Indian, or 
worſe, who does not ſee what an heinous Sin it is? 
Fo damn a Man eternally as far as one can, as he 
does who rejects him for an Heretick, when, at 
the ſame time, he may be a very good Man; to 
throw him out of God's Church here, who ſhall be 
admitted to his Church above ; what has that Man 
done who is guilty of ſuch a Fact? How will he 
own it another Day? How .will he then meet his 
injur'd Brother? *Tis in vain for him to think to 
excuſe himſelf by pretending Zeal or Conſcience. 
Papifts may as well plead theſe Things for all their 
Cruelties; and indeed, to ruin a Man's Reputa- 
tion, to reject him for an Heretick, is next to the 
taking away his Life; would it not be a Mercy to 
him, if he is a good Man, to be diſpatch'd out of 


a World, where he is ſo injuriouſly treated, his 


Uſefulneſs ſpoil'd, and perhaps his Family ruin'd ? 
A Chriſtian Zeal is founded on 1 


— 
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Mens Conſciences ſhould be well inform'd; and if 


they are not, *tis their own Fault, and one Fault 
Will not excuſe another. | 


In nothing have Men acted more raſhly, and at 


random, than about this Affair of Hereſy, and 


in nothing ſhould they have acted with more Cau- 
tion. How have the moſt ingenious, holy, hum- 
ble, mortified Men been blacken'd and condemn'd 
in their Turn? And ' tis a Fruth that ought to be 
ſpoken, that the Outcriesagainſt Hereticks, and the 
Wrath, Fury, Hatred, and the like, the Popu- 
lace have been filPd with, have come from thoſe in 
ſacred Orders, whoſe Buſineſs it ſhould have been 
to promote Holineſs, Peace and Love. 

Too early in the Days of Chriſtianity, as Dr. 
Taylor obſerves * ; . Becauſe Seft-makers in Scrip- 
* ture were reckon'd up under ſuch vile Charac- 
<< ters, as falſe Prophets, falſe Chriſts, Men of 


e corrupt Minds, reprobate concerning the Faith, 
« Men already condemned, and that of them- 


« ſelves, Sc. Chriſtians had ſuch e ng on 
« their Minds, and they were acte 


t the ill Luck to run the ſame Fate with an old 


„ Hereſy z* or rather, to put it in my Words, 


with an Error the antient Hereticks broach'd ; for 
| becauſe the Heretick did bring in Matters in Errors 
_ of great Concernment, every new Opinion brought 
in was liable to the ſame Exception : and becauſe the 
Degree of Malignity in every Error was oftentimes 


undiſcernible, and 8 indemonſtrable, their 
o every Opinion almoſt 


Zeal was alike againſt all; 


was reckon'd an Hereſy. And has not down to this 
Time the ſame indiſcreet Zeal prevail'd? 


Tis evident the Church ſoon loſt the Diſtinction 
between mere Erring and wicked Sect-making, 


_ ®* Taylor's Lives of Prophets, Pag. 62, 1 
| = af which 


with fuch 
% Zeal againſt Sects, that if any Opinion in the 


C Church commenced, not heard of before, it had 
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which ſhould have been kept up; and for want of 
it, {ad have been the Conſequences, When Men 
are confounded in their Notions, 'tis not to be ex- 
pected they will be regular and wiſe in their acting; 
no, but rather that they will condemn the Innocent 
with the Guilty, and caſt al} manner of Qdium on 
thoſe who leaſt deletve it. | 


'Tis evident the Scripture does wake ſuch a Di- 
ſtinction, and direct to very contrary Management 


wich reſpect to the one and the other; and, indeed, 


'was imp6fible but it ſhould. 


Does a Man fall into. Error through Miſtake, 
through the Prejudices of Education, pay the 


Weakneſs of his Head, and a Want of Capactty, 
to withſtand the Force of ſuch and ſuch A rguments, 
Tho? he errs in an Affair of a consider Nature, 


*rwill do him no Harm? Does he appear by his 
Life to be a conſcientious Man? Does he live 
peaceably y, and walk as a Chriſtian ? ? Thefe Rules 
certainly take place, Mat. vii. 1. Judge not, that ye 
be not judged, Phil. iv. 5. Lat your Moderation be 
known unio all Men. The Lord is at band. Rom. 

Xiv. 1. Him that is weak in the Faith receive ye, but 


not to. doubiful Diſputations, And more Places that 


might be mention'd, teaching Meeknefs, Forbear- 
ance, Charity, brotherly . all the Fender- 
neſs and Caution that we are Maſters of. We are 
not to be angry with him, or give him any ill 
Names; we are to love him for his Goodneſs, 


tho? we may pity his Weakneſs, We are not to 


turn him out of Civil or Religious Society; we 


14 no Warrant for it; and 1 we think we have, 
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Does a Man ſeparate from others on account of 
Difference in Opinion ? Wauld he have others 
be of the ſame Mind with him; yet does he deſire 
to hve peaceably, in all Godlinefs and Honeſty ? 


will become of the ſeveral Denominations of 


Chriſtians. 9 1 til 
Iss a Man ready to declare his Belief of the Scrip- 
tures, as the Word of God ? That he receives em 
as ſuch? Will he own the Articles of Faith as 
there expreſs*d ? Does he live a ſober and a peace- 
able Life? What Buſineſs has any Man on Earth 
to require more of him, or where is his Authority 
tor it? Is it objected we muſt contend earneſtly for the 
Faith once deliver d to the Saints, Jude 3. We muſt 
rebuke Perſons ſharply, that they may be ſound in 


the Faith. Is there any other Faith than that in 
holy Writ? What do Men mean? Muſt we con- 
tend for the Word of God, or for human Deciſions > 
The Creeds Chriſt and his Apoſtles have left us? 


Or of the Council of Nice? Or St. Athanaſius ? Or 


any other Man, or Set of Men? Have not others 
Eyes in their Heads as well as them? Or muſt 
they not ſee with em? - Muſt we ſubmit to human 
Impoſitions ? What are become of Proteſtant Prin- 
ciples? I know it will be objected, that all Here- 


ticks will give their Aſſent to the Articles of Faith 


as expreſs d in holy Writ. But this is not true; 
thoſe may do it that have been accounted Heteticks 


by Men. But I deny that any Scripture Heretick, 


who deny*d an Article of Faith, would do it; and 
am ſure tis impoſſible for any Man to prove to the 

eontrary. . 

Certainly a Man that is ready to declare his Aſ- 
ſent to the Articles of Faith in holy Writ, and is 
for Love and Peace, is far from being an Here- 
tick. Jam to receive and own him as a Chriſtian 


Brother; and to judge him inſincere, that is an Hy- 


pocrite, 


He is far from being an Heretick; if not, what 
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pocrite, to condemn him for a wicked Sectary, as 
he muſt be, if he is an Heretick, to reject him 
accordingly, if this be Charity, Things. have not 
only changed their Name, but their Nature; and 
the greateſt Uncharitableneſs is become the only 
true Charity. VNV s * 
Perſons may explain themſelves differently, eſpe- 
cially on abſtruſe Points, and 'tis much if they 
ſhould not; and yet they may be equally ſincere, 
though one may have a better Head than the other. 
Moſt of the Diſputes that have vext Chriſtendom, 
may be brought into a narrow Compaſs: If they 
ſhould, Chriflians may differ, yet diſpute calm- 
ly and peaceably, and receive one anather as 
Brethren ; and if they did, Chriſtianity would net 
| ſuffer, but gain Ground, and. uſeful Knowledge 
would be propagated. But: now thoſe. unhappy 
Perſons who have any Dependance on others, may 
be afraid to ſearch and enquire, - leaſt they be pre- 
ſently condemn'd for Hereticks, and rejected ac- 
cordingly. And, indeed, thoſe who have been la- 
zy, and believ'd juſt as others have before ?em, 
have often brav'd it our, and cenſur'd others for 
Hereticks, who have vaſtly excell'd *em, and who 
have ſpent their Life and Strength in Search after 
Truth. This is the way, indeed, to make ſure of a 
Cauſe, and *tis the way the Gentlemen over the 
Water have took to ſecure theirs. But *tis a Way 
Proteſtants may be aſham'd of. rotor 
(3.) We may learn from this Diſcourſe how. to 
. avoid Hereſy our ſelves, and to ſave others from 
itz and that is, in a few Words, to love God and 
one another, and to promote thoſe excellent Prin- 
ciples. The End of the Commandment is Charity, 
out of a pure Heart, a good Conſcience, | and 
Faith unfeigned. Love to God and our Neigh- 
bour is the Sum of the moral Law. The great De- 
ſign of the Goſpel is to reconcile us ra God, and one 
yt | another; 
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ändther; the Love of Jeſus, in dying for us, is 


the greateſt Engagement to it; this is the certain 


Fruit of a true Faith, and without it, all our Faith, 
and all our Profeſſions are nothing at all: No- 


thing is ſo much inſiſted on, nothing has ſuch high 
Encomiums as this Charity; *tis not over- much 
Charity, but the want of more, that has been the 


Ruin of Religion. As the Primitive Chriſtians 


were famous for their Love to God, ſo for their 


Love to one another. So that it was common to 


a Proverb, Bebold how theſe Chriſtians love one ano- 
ther. Thus they appear'd to be the Diſciples of 
Jeſus, and recommended his Religion to all round 
about em. They liv'd, ſays Dr. Cave“, in the 
ſtricteſt Amity, and abhorr'd all Diviſion as a 
Plague and Fire-brand. But becauſe Mens Un- 
derſtandings not being all of one Size, nor all 


Truths alike plain and evident, Differences in 
Mens Judgments and Opinions muſt needs ariſe. 


No Schiſms ever aroſe in the Church about the 
more conſiderable Principles of Religion, but it 
was preſently bewail'd with the univerſal Reſent- 
ment of all pious and good Men, and the Breach 
endeavour*d to be made up, not widen'd by un- 
charitable Heats, Contentions, Revilings; no 
Ways left unattempted, no Methods of Perſuaſion 
omitted, that might contribute to it. He quotes 
Cyprian, as ſaying, he that rents the Unity of the 
Church, he *tis that deſtroys the Faith, as well as 
diſturbs the Peace, diſſolves Charity, and pro- 
fanes the holy Sacrament. He ſays, How ſe- 
« yerely they branded all Schiſm and Divifion in 


<« the Church; how induſtriouſly they labour'd to 
* take up all Controverſies among Chriftians, 
and to reconcile Diſſenting Brethren, to main- 


„% tain Concord, prevent all Occaſion of Quarrel 


* Dr, Cave's Primitive Chriſtianity, Pag. 435. 
out 
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ut of the Writers, of thoſe Times. This Wri- 
ter ſpeaks of the Diſcipline of the Primitive 
Church“; but he neyer mentions any one's being 
excommunicated, but for ſome Wickedneſs. 
If we truly love God, wwe ſhall love our Brother al- 

J, 1 John iv. 21. If we love God, we ſhall be 


afraid of offending him, eſpecially by making Rents 


in his Church, and ſetting Chriſtians at Variance 
one with another; we ſhall be for maintaining Con- 
cord and Peace, which he hath ſo ſtrictly injoin*d; 
and is ſoneceſlary to induce others to be his Sub- 
jects. If we truly love God, we ſhall ſincerely de- 
fire to know his Mind and Will, and be difpos'd to 
do it; and then we have all Afﬀﬀurance from Rea- 
ſon and Scripture, that we ſhall be led into all ne- 
ceſſary Truth. If we love God, we ſhall never 
wickedly give in to any Error, nor wickedly pro- 
pagate it. bag. 1 chance ailiuys 1 
If we truly love one ahother; we ſhall have the 
moſt charitable Thoughts one of anather, wiſh. all 
. Good, and be doingall Good one to another, - We - 
ſhall love andliveas Brethren, and by all Methods — * 
maintain Unity, Peacè and Concord; and while 
we do theſe Things, we can be guilty of no Schifms 
nor Hereſtes. | 1 1 T2 
And if we can promote theſe excellent Principles 
of Love to God and one another, among our Fel · ' 
low Chriſtians, they will have the ſame happy In- 
fluence on them that they have on our ſelyes ; all 
Wickedneſs, Diſcords, and Diviſion, and uncha- 
ritable Contentions will eeaſe, and God's Church 
will be what it ſhould be, pure, peaceable, Chriſt - 
ans live together in the ſweeteſt and moſt delight- 
ful Harmony. Thus will God's Church be a Glory 
in the Midſt of the Earth, which, that it may bey E 
is the Deſire, and will be the Endeavour, of every = _ 
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